
Dekalb Christian Home Educators
Dual Credit Program

English Language & Composition

Fall 2024 Course Syllabus

Course Information

Instructor Information
● Instructors: Dr. Ondra Dismukes
● Office: Stone Mountain First United Methodist Church/Canvas BigBlueButton
● Office Hours: By Appointment
● Meeting Time: Tuesdays @1:00PM via Canvas
● E-mail: odismukes@gmail.com

Course Description
● From the catalog: Effective use of the English language and exploration of rhetorical

modes in written composition. Review of structure, purpose, and audience awareness in
developing essays.

Course Overview
● Course Design (Course Rationale): Through selection of reading materials, writing

topics, exercises and activities (such as discussion and peer evaluation) that require use
of all communications skills and critical thinking, the course will fulfill its purpose of
having the student develop and improve proficiency in writing so that he can succeed in
academic and personal writing tasks. If your writing reflects a need for more intensive
writing practice, you should make use Tutor.com. You can schedule appointments for
tutoring.

1

https://k12.instructure.com/courses/1471825/conferences
https://k12.instructure.com/courses/1471825


Statement of Faith
● This course is taught from a Biblical Worldview and reflects the Dekalb Christian Home

Educators (“DCHE”) Statement of Faith defined in the DCHE Bylaws.

General Education Learning Outcomes:

1. Communicate clearly and effectively through writing
2. Critically analyze problems through writing
3. Integrate material, ideas, and texts from the Global Diaspora into their writing

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course students will be able to...

1. Understand the role of writing in the academic community: its conventions, genres,
audiences, and purposes.

2. Employ various modes of writing to learn to think: analyzing issues, evaluating
arguments, synthesizing information, and solving problems.

3. Employ the writing process: planning, drafting, conscious revising, and editing.
4. Produce effective writing characterized by strong purpose, thoughtful content, clear

organization, appropriate style, and usage and mechanics that conform to the standards
of edited American English.

5. Produce an example of academic research writing, with proper in-text and bibliographical
citation.

6. Appreciate and apply readings of authors from the Global Diaspora to inform writing.
7. Develop critical and analytical thinking skills to interpret and evaluate texts.
8. Understand and apply the writing process (prewriting, writing and revising).
9. Use patterns of development to create unified, coherent, grammatically and

mechanically sound essays (description, illustration, narration, comparison and contrast).
10. Use electronic environments for drafting, reviewing, revising, editing, research and

sharing information.
11. Apply citation conventions and knowledge of academic integrity in essays.
12. Analyze personal growth in writing.
13. Apply rhetorical conventions to writing in a variety of disciplines.

Prerequisite
● Intermediate Digital Literacy
● Comfort troubleshooting Word Processing software independently
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General Education Area
● Home School: This course provides 45 hours of instruction and 100 hours of student

preparation. This provides 145 hours of instructional activities satisfying 1 year of
homeschool technology instruction as defined by the Georgia Department of Education
Home Study Program.

● High School Credit: This course satisfies 1 Unit of Language Arts as a Core credit for
high school graduation requirements for one of the following:

○ 23.06500 Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition
○ 23.05300 Advanced Placement English Language and Composition/American

Literature
● College Credit: For students seeking Dual Credit, this course satisfies 3 credit hours of

college credit awarded by Colorado Christian University:
○ ENG 102 English Composition (3 Credit Hours)

Students seeking Dual Credit must also complete the CCU Academy Registration
Form and pay the associated $200 fees for ENG-102 on or before November 15,
2024.

Tuition:
● Course Fee (required): Five monthly payments of $100.00, August through December

($500.00 Total) payable to Ondra Dismukes. Monthly Payments are due on the 1st of
each Month. Payment Method via PayPal to “Ondra Dismukes”.

● Dual Credit Fee (optional): For Students who are also Seeking Dual Credit, you must
also pay a $200.00 Fee directly to Colorado Christian University on or before November
1, 2024.

Textbooks Required:
● Successful College Writing (SCW),. Kathleen T, McWhorter, New York: Bedford/St.

Martin’s (2021)
● Nyansa Upper School – Year 1. Parham, Angel A. et al. New Orleans: Nyansa

Classical Community (2022). (This is included with DCHE Membership and distributed in
class)

Course Requirements
● Working Laptop/Chromebook
● Internet connection (DSL, LAN, or cable connection desirable)

Important Note: It is the student’s responsibility to check our registration site
(dcheeducators.org) for corrections to the syllabus. Any changes will be clearly noted in course
announcements.
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/Home-Schools.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/Home-Schools.aspx
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/State-Funded-List-of-Subjects-and-Courses-Supported-by-SBOE-Rule-160-4-2-20.pdf
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/State-Funded-List-of-Subjects-and-Courses-Supported-by-SBOE-Rule-160-4-2-20.pdf
https://catalog.ccu.edu/preview_course.php?catoid=35&coid=84352&print
https://www.ccu.edu/academy/dual-credit/registration/
https://www.ccu.edu/academy/dual-credit/registration/
https://www.paypal.com/
https://nyansaclassicalcommunity.org/curriculum/
https://nyansaclassicalcommunity.org/curriculum/
https://dcheeducators.org/Home/Details/Membership
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Course Structure
Evaluation Criteria:
Students will be evaluated on the basis of their performance on homework materials. Your
course Final Grade will be weighted in the following manner:

ASSESSMENT PERCENTAGE

Final Exam (1) 20%

Quizzes (2) 10%

Journals (2) 10%

Portfolio (1) 10%

Discussion Posts (2) 10%

In-Class Discussions (12) 10%

Essays (2) 30%
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Final Exam:
This course includes a Final Exam. The Final exam consists of multiple choice, short answer,
and/or essay responses which assess students' comprehensive knowledge of English
Language concepts. Below is the Final Exam Assessment Rubrics:

SECTION 1
N/A Multiple Choice (28%)

SECTION II
(32%)

CRITERIA LIMITED DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED

MECHANICS
25%

The writing contains
5 or more
grammatical errors.

0

The writing contains
3 to 4 grammatical
errors.

1 to 19

The writing contains
1 to 2 grammatical
errors.

20 to 24

The writing contains
no grammatical
errors.

25

ANALYSIS
50%

The writing
inadequately
analyzes the
techniques Shadd
Cary uses to
establish the
necessity of her
newspaper.

0

The writing provides
an uneven,
inconsistent, or
limited analysis.

1 to 39

The writing
adequately analyzes
the techniques
Shadd Cary uses to
establish the
necessity of her
newspaper.

40 to 49

The writing
effectively analyzes
the techniques
Shadd Cary uses to
establish the
necessity of her
newspaper.

50

PROSE STYLE
25%

The writing contains
lapses in diction or
syntax and does not
convey ideas
clearly.

0

The writing contains
lapses in diction or
syntax, but
generally the prose
is clear.

1 to 19

The prose style
demonstrates an
ability to control a
wide range of the
elements of effective
writing.

20 to 24

The prose style
demonstrates
provide a complete
analysis and mature
writing style.

25

SECTION III
(25%)

CRITERIA LIMITED
0

DEVELOPING
1 to 6

PROFICIENT
7 to 9

ADVANCED
10

GRAMMAR
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
grammatical errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
grammatical errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
grammatical errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all
grammatical errors

PUNCTUATION
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
punctuation errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
punctuation errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
punctuation errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all
punctuation errors

SPELLING
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
spelling errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
spelling errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
spelling errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all spelling
errors
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SENTENCE
FRAGMENTS
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
sentence fragments

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
sentence fragments

Edited paragraph
corrects some
sentence fragments

Edited paragraph
corrects all
sentence fragments

RUN-ON
SENTENCES
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
run-on sentences

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
run-on sentences

Edited paragraph
corrects some
run-on sentences

Edited paragraph
corrects all run-on
sentences

SUBJECT-VERB
AGREEMENT
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
subject-verb
agreement errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
subject-verb
agreement errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
subject-verb
agreement errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all
subject-verb
agreement errors

VERB FORMS
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
verb usage errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
verb usage errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some verb
usage errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all verb
usage errors

PRONOUN
PROBLEMS
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
pronoun usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
pronoun usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
pronoun usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all pronoun
usage errors

SHIFTS AND
MIXED
CONSTRUCTIONS
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
shifts and mixed
constructions errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
shifts and mixed
constructions errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some shifts
and mixed
constructions errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all shifts
and mixed
constructions errors

ADJECTIVES AND
ADVERBS
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
adjectives and
adverbs errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
adjectives and
adverbs errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
adjectives and
adverbs errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all
adjectives and
adverbs errors

MISPLACED AND
DANGLING
MODIFIERS
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
misplaced dangling
modifiers errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all
misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

SECTIONS IV
(25%)

CRITERIA LIMITED DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED

Length
10%

Writing Prompt
contains less than
80 words of original
content.

0

Writing Prompt
contains 80 words
of original content.

1-6

Writing Prompt
contains 90-99
words of original
content.

7-9

Writing Prompt
contains at least
100-200 words of
original content.

10

Analysis
30%

Writing Prompt
does not explain
why Grammar is
important.

0

Writing Prompt
minimally explains
why Grammar is
important.

1-15

Writing Prompt
partially explains
why Grammar is
important.

16-29

Writing Prompt fully
explains why
Grammar is
important.

30

Simple Sentence
10%

Writing Prompt does
not contain a Simple
Sentence.

Writing Prompt
contains a Simple
Sentence, however

Writing Prompt
contains a Simple
Sentence, however

Writing Prompt
contains a Simple
Sentence with
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0

it contains 1
grammatical error.

1-6

it contains 2 or more
grammatical errors.

7-9

proper grammar.

10

Compound
Sentence
10%

Writing Prompt does
not contain a
Compound
Sentence.

0

Writing Prompt
contains a
Compound
Sentence, however
it contains 1
grammatical error.

1-6

Writing Prompt
contains a
Compound
Sentence, however
it contains 2 or more
grammatical errors.

7-9

Writing Prompt
contains a
Compound
Sentence with
proper grammar.

10

Complex Sentence
10%

Writing Prompt does
not contain a
Complex Sentence.

0

Writing Prompt
contains a Complex
Sentence, however
it contains 1
grammatical error.

1-6

Writing Prompt
contains a Complex
Sentence, however
it contains 2 or more
grammatical errors.

7-9

Writing Prompt
contains a Complex
Sentence with
proper grammar.

10

Compound-Compl
ex Sentence
10%

Writing Prompt does
not contain a
Compound-Comple
x Sentence.

0

Writing Prompt
contains a
Compound-Comple
x Sentence,
however it contains
1 grammatical error.

1-6

Writing Prompt
contains a
Compound-Comple
x Sentence,
however it contains
2 or more
grammatical errors.

7-9

Writing Prompt
contains a
Compound-Comple
x Sentence with
proper grammar.

10

Grammar
10%

Writing Prompt
contains 3 or more
of the following:
errors in
subject-verb
agreement,
sentence fragments,
run-on sentences,
and verb tense.

0

Writing Prompt
contains 2 of the
following: errors in
subject-verb
agreement,
sentence fragments,
run-on sentences,
and verb tense.

1-6

Writing Prompt
contains 1 of the
following: errors in
subject-verb
agreement,
sentence fragments,
run-on sentences,
and verb tense.

7-9

Writing Prompt is
free from the
following: errors in
subject-verb
agreement,
sentence fragments,
run-on sentences,
and verb tense.

10
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Quizzes:
Quizzes are 4 questions with multiple choice and/or short answers assessing mastery of English
language concepts. Below are the Rubrics for the Writing Portion of the Quizzes:

WEEK 1: QUIZ
CRITERIA LIMITED DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED

Analysis
10%

Writing Prompt
does not list nor
explain any of the
values from Plato’s
narrative reflected in
our course syllabus.

0

Writing Prompt lists
and explains 1-3 of
the values from
Plato’s narrative
reflected in our
course syllabus.

1-6

Writing Prompt lists
and explains 4 of
the values from
Plato’s narrative
reflected in our
course syllabus.

7-9

Writing Prompt lists
and explains 5 of
the values from
Plato’s narrative
reflected in our
course syllabus.

10

Sentence
Fragments
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
sentence fragments

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
sentence fragments

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some
sentence fragments

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all
sentence fragments

10

Subject-Verb
Agreement
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
subject-verb
agreement errors

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
subject-verb
agreement errors

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some
subject-verb
agreement errors

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all
subject-verb
agreement errors

10

Run-on Sentences
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
run-on sentences

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
run-on sentences

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some
run-on sentences

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all run-on
sentences

10

Verb Usage
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
verb usage errors

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
verb usage errors

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some verb
usage errors

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all verb
usage errors

10

Pronoun Usage
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
pronoun usage
errors

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
pronoun usage
errors

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some
pronoun usage
errors

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all pronoun
usage errors

10

Shifts and Mixed
Constructions
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
shifts and mixed
constructions errors

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
shifts and mixed
constructions errors

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some
shifts and mixed
constructions errors

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all shifts
and mixed
constructions errors

10

Adjectives and
Adverbs
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
adjectives and
adverbs errors

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
adjectives and
adverbs errors

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some
adjectives and
adverbs errors

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all
adjectives and
adverbs errors

10

Apostrophe Usage
5%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
apostrophe usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
apostrophe usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
apostrophe usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
apostrophe usage
errors

9



0 2-3 4 5

Misplaced and
Dangling Modifiers
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
misplaced dangling
modifiers errors

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

1-6

Edited paragraph
corrects some
misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

7-9

Edited paragraph
corrects all
misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

10

Spelling
5%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
spelling errors

0

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
spelling errors

2-3

Edited paragraph
corrects some
spelling errors

4

Edited paragraph
corrects all spelling
errors

5

WEEK 5: QUIZ
CRITERIA LIMITED

0
DEVELOPING

1-6
PROFICIENT

7-9
ADVANCED

10

Sentence
Fragments
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
sentence fragments

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
sentence fragments

Edited paragraph
corrects some
sentence fragments

Edited paragraph
corrects all
sentence fragments

Subject-Verb
Agreement
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
subject-verb
agreement errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
subject-verb
agreement errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
subject-verb
agreement errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all
subject-verb
agreement errors

Run-on Sentences
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
run-on sentences

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
run-on sentences

Edited paragraph
corrects some
run-on sentences

Edited paragraph
corrects all run-on
sentences

Verb Usage
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
verb usage errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
verb usage errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some verb
usage errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all verb
usage errors

Pronoun Usage
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
pronoun usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
pronoun usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
pronoun usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all pronoun
usage errors

Shifts and Mixed
Constructions
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
shifts and mixed
constructions errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
shifts and mixed
constructions errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some shifts
and mixed
constructions errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all shifts
and mixed
constructions errors

Adjectives and
Adverbs
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
adjectives and
adverbs errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
adjectives and
adverbs errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
adjectives and
adverbs errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all
adjectives and
adverbs errors

Apostrophe Usage
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
apostrophe usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
apostrophe usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
apostrophe usage
errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
apostrophe usage
errors

Misplaced and
Dangling Modifiers

Edited paragraph
does not correct any

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal

Edited paragraph
corrects some

Edited paragraph
corrects all
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10% misplaced dangling
modifiers errors

misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

misplaced and
dangling modifier
errors

Spelling
10%

Edited paragraph
does not correct any
spelling errors

Edited paragraph
corrects minimal
spelling errors

Edited paragraph
corrects some
spelling errors

Edited paragraph
corrects all spelling
errors
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Journals:
Journal Assignments consist of written entries to prompts from the Readings. Below is the
Journal Assessment Rubric:

CRITERION LIMITED
0

DEVELOPING
1 to 14

PROFICIENT
15 to 19

ADVANCED
20

GRAMMAR
25%

Journal does not
implement sound
grammar nor
spelling throughout.

Journal minimally
implements correct
grammar and
correct spelling
throughout.

Journal moderately
implements correct
grammar and
correct spelling
throughout.

Journal implements
correct grammar
and spelling
throughout.

LANGUAGE
25%

Journal does not
implement the
English Language in
a cohesive manner.
Several sentence
fragments and/or
logical flaws
throughout.

Journal minimal
implements the
English Language in
a cohesive manner.
Some sentence
fragments and/or
logical flaws were
observed.

Journal moderately
implements the
English Language in
a cohesive manner.
Some sentence
fragments and/or
logical flaws were
observed.

Journal implements
the English
Language in a
sound and cohesive
manner throughout.

CRITICAL
ANALYSIS
25%

Journal does not
demonstrate subject
knowledge nor
critical analysis of
the writing prompt.

Journal
demonstrates
minimal subject
knowledge of the
writing prompt, but
lacks nor critical
analysis.

Journal
demonstrates
moderate subject
knowledge of the
writing prompt, but
lacks nor critical
analysis.

Journal
demonstrates both
subject knowledge
and critical analysis
of the writing
prompt.

FORMAT
25%

Journal is not
posted on an
electronic portfolio
website.

Journal is submitted
but not on an
electronic portfolio
website.

Journal is submitted
but not on an
electronic portfolio
website.

Journal is posted on
an electronic
portfolio website.

LENGTH
25%

Journal does not
meet the
word/paragraph
length requirement.

Journal minimally
meets the
word/paragraph
length requirement.

Journal moderately
meets the
word/paragraph
length requirement.

Journal meets the
word/paragraph
length requirement.
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Portfolio:
The writing portfolio is a comprehensive deliverable of portfolio entries developed throughout
the course. This portfolio should be created utilizing a FREE Weebly account or similar. Below is
the Portfolio Assessment Rubric:

CRITERION LIMITED
0

DEVELOPING
1 to 9

PROFICIENT
10 to 19

ADVANCED
20

GRAMMAR
20%

Writing Portfolio
does not implement
sound grammar nor
spelling throughout.

Writing Portfolio
implements minimal
correct grammar
and correct spelling
throughout.

Writing Portfolio
implements
moderately correct
grammar and
correct spelling
throughout.

Writing Portfolio
implements correct
grammar and
spelling throughout.

LANGUAGE
20%

Writing Portfolio
does not implement
the English
Language in a
cohesive manner.
Several sentence
fragments and/or
logical flaws
throughout.

Writing Portfolio
minimally
implements the
English Language in
a cohesive manner.
Some sentence
fragments and/or
logical flaws were
observed.

Writing Portfolio
moderately
implements the
English Language in
a cohesive manner.
Some sentence
fragments and/or
logical flaws were
observed.

Writing Portfolio
implements the
English Language in
a sound and
cohesive manner
throughout.

CRITICAL
ANALYSIS
20%

Writing Portfolio
does not
demonstrate subject
knowledge nor
critical analysis of
the writing prompt.

Writing Portfolio
demonstrates
minimal subject
knowledge of the
writing prompt, but
lacks nor critical
analysis.

Writing Portfolio
demonstrates
moderate subject
knowledge of the
writing prompt, but
lacks nor critical
analysis.

Writing Portfolio
demonstrates both
subject knowledge
and critical analysis
of the writing
prompt.

FORMAT
20%

Writing Portfolio is
not posted on an
electronic portfolio
website.

Writing Portfolio is
submitted but not on
an electronic
portfolio website.

Writing Portfolio is
submitted but not on
an electronic
portfolio website.

Writing Portfolio is
posted on an
electronic portfolio
website.

LENGTH
20%

Writing Portfolio
does not meet the
word/paragraph
length requirement.

Writing Portfolio
minimally meets the
word/paragraph
length requirement.

Writing Portfolio
mostly meets the
word/paragraph
length requirement.

Writing Portfolio
meets the
word/paragraph
length requirement.
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Discussion Posts:
Discussion Posts are opportunities for students to post their DRAFT Essays prior to formal
grading submission. Initial Posts are due by Wednesday End-of-Day (11:59PM ET) of the
assigned week. Classmate Responses are due by Friday End-of-Day (11:59PM ET) of the
assigned week. Your initial response should contain your Essay as an attachment. You should
also provide at least 2 meaningful responses to your classmates. Below is the Discussion Posts
Assessment Rubric:

CRITERION LIMITED DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED

DRAFT ESSAY
40%

The student does
not include their
Draft Essay as an
attachment.

0

The student
includes their Draft,
however it is an
incomplete
document.

1 to 20

The student
includes their Draft,
however it is not
posted as an
attachment.

20 to 39

The student
includes their Draft
Essay as an
attachment.

40

SUBSTANTIVE
RESPONSE
30%

The student does
not provide any
classmate
responses.

0

The student
provides 1
meaningful
classmate
response.

1 to 15

The student
provides 2
meaningful
classmate
responses.

16 to 29

The student
provides 3
meaningful
classmate
responses.

30

TIMELINESS
30%

The student does
not post their Essay
by Wednesday
11:59PM ET nor
post any classmate
responses by Friday
11:59PM ET.

0

The student posts
their Essay and
classmate
responses, however
neither are posted
on time.

1 to 20

The student posts
only one of the
following on time:
post their Essay by
Wednesday
11:59PM ET OR
post any classmate
responses by Friday
11:59PM ET.

20 to 39

The student posts
their Essay by
Wednesday
11:59PM ET AND
post classmate
response(s) by
Friday 11:59PM ET.

40
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In-Class Discussions:
In-Class Discussions are opportunities for students to discuss the readings during Class
Meetings. Verbal discussions develop and refine students' reading comprehension, critical
thinking, and rhetorical abilities. Students must demonstrate synthesis of assigned readings and
participate in the classroom discussion. Students are encouraged to take notes from the
In-Class Discussions as the topics will help in drafting Journal Entry Assignments,
Discussion Post Assignments, and Essay Assignments. Below is the In-Class Discussion
Assessment Rubric:

CRITERION LIMITED DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED

READING
COMPREHENSION
40%

The student did not
demonstrate
comprehension of
the assigned
literature.

0

The student
demonstrated
minimal
comprehension of
the assigned
literature.

1 to 20

The student
demonstrated
sufficient
comprehension of
the assigned
literature.

20 to 39

The student
demonstrated
exemplary
comprehension of
the assigned
literature.

40

CRITICAL
THINKING
30%

The student did not
demonstrate
analysis of the
assigned literature.

0

The student
demonstrated
minimal analysis of
the assigned
literature.

1 to 15

The student
demonstrated
sufficient analysis of
the assigned
literature.

16 to 29

The student
demonstrated
exemplary analysis
of the assigned
literature.

30

RHETORIC
30%

The student did not
demonstrate
persuasive speech
of the assigned
literature.

0

The student
demonstrated
minimal persuasive
speech of the
assigned literature.

1 to 20

The student
demonstrated
sufficient persuasive
speech of the
assigned literature.

20 to 39

The student
demonstrated
exemplary
persuasive speech
of the assigned
literature.

40
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Essays:
Essays should consist of 2-5 written pages in MLA format on the given writing prompt as
directed. Below is the Essay Assessment Rubric:

CRITERION LIMITED
(1-5)

DEVELOPING
(6-10)

PROFICIENT
(11-15)

ADVANCED
(16-20)

GRAMMAR
20%

Essay does not
implement sound
grammar nor
spelling throughout.

1 to 5

Essay implements
partially correct
grammar and
correct spelling
throughout.

6 to 10

Essay implements
moderately correct
grammar and
correct spelling
throughout.

11 to 15

Essay implements
correct grammar
and spelling
throughout.

16 to 20

LANGUAGE
20%

Student uses
effective,
academic language,
variety in sentence
structure, and active
voice in writing.

1 to 5

Student uses
effective,
academic language,
variety in sentence
structure, and active
voice in writing.

6 to 10

Student uses
effective,
academic language,
variety in sentence
structure, and active
voice in writing.

11 to 15

Student uses
effective,
academic language,
variety in sentence
structure, and active
voice in writing.

16 to 20

CRITICAL
ANALYSIS
20%

Essay does not
demonstrate subject
knowledge nor
critical analysis of
the writing prompt.

1 to 5

Essay demonstrates
minimal synthesis of
the literature
provided, and
therefore lacks
critical analysis.

6 to 10

Essay demonstrates
moderate synthesis
of the literature
provided, and
provides some
critical analysis.

11 to 15

Essay demonstrates
both subject
knowledge and
critical analysis of
the writing prompt.

16 to 20

BIBLICAL
WORLDVIEW
20%

Student does not
analyze course
content through a
biblical worldview.
Scripture is not
integrated.

1 to 5

Student provides
vague description of
content in light of
relevant biblical
themes. An attempt
to integrate
Scripture is made.

6 to 10

Student analyzes
content against a
biblical
worldview. Scripture
is integrated
appropriately.

11 to 15

Student analyzes
literature against a
biblical worldview.
Scripture is
integrated
appropriately and
the effects and
influences are
examined.

16 to 20

FORMAT
5%

Essay does not
implement any MLA
formatting.

0 to 1

Essay partially
implements MLA
formatting.

2 to 3

Essay mostly
implements MLA
formatting.

4

Essay implements
MLA formatting
throughout.

5

LENGTH
5%

Essay contains less
than 1 page of
original content in
length.

0 to 1

Essay contains
1-1.5 pages of
original content in
length.

2 to 3

Essay contains
1.5-2 pages of
original content in
length.

4

Essay contains 2-5
pages of original
content in length.

5
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Evaluation:
Students will write in the following rhetorical modes: description, illustration, compare/contrast,
definition, and narration. Work must be done during the semester. Students who are unable to
complete their work may be eligible for a “W” (withdrawal from the course) or in certain cases an
“I” (incomplete), according to the discretion of the professor. All major essays will be graded
holistically according to the Rubrics provided. Students may not request to make up work after
the grades are turned in unless there has been a documented, approved absence at the end of
the semester. Please note that uncollected essays and exams are saved by the professor for
one semester after the course is over.

Grading Scale:

A+ 100-97 Exceptional/Outstanding

A 96-93 Outstanding/Excellent

A- 92-90 Excellent/Very Good

B+ 89-87 Very Good/Good

B 86-83 Good

B- 82-80 Good/Meets Expectations

C+ 79-77 Meets Expectations/Average

C 76-73 Average/Meets Expectations (barely)

C- 70-72

D+ 67-69

D 63-66

D- 60-62

F 60-Below

Plagiarism or, How to FAIL By Using Cut and Paste:
Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writings as your own. It is
a serious problem and will not be tolerated. Internet plagiarism includes submitting downloaded
term papers or parts of term papers, paraphrasing or copying information from the internet
without citing the source, and “cutting and pasting” from various sources without proper

attribution.
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Topic Outline/Schedule
Please see the Topic Outline/Schedule in the table below and note the following:

W
E
E
K

CLASS
MEETING

TOPIC BIBLICAL
INTEGRATION

READINGS ASSESSMENT

1 FIRST
CLASS
8/20/24

Introduction The Parable of
the Soils

Plato’s Allegory of the
Cave (Benjamin
Jowett translation)

Week 1: In-Class Discussion
Week 1: Quiz - Syllabus

2 8/27/24 Grammar:
Sentence
Fragments

The Parable of
the Wise and
Foolish Builders

Frederick Douglass,
Ch. VI & VII, An
American Slave
(Part 1, Part 2, and
Part 3)

Week 2: In-Class Discussion

3 9/3/24 Rhetorical Mode:
Description

The Parable of
the
Moneylender
Forgiving
Unequal Debts

Selections from
Allegory & Douglass
(Part 1 and Part 2)

Week 3: In-Class Discussion
Week 3: Journal Entry

4 9/10/24 Grammar:
Run-on
Sentences

The Parable of
the Rich Fool
Building Bigger
Barns

Selections from
Columbian Orator &
Douglass

Week 4: In-Class Discussion

5 9/17/24 Rhetorical Mode:
Illustration

The Parable of
the Hidden
Treasure and
the Valuable
Pearl

Plato’s Myth of Metals
(Benjamin Jowett
translation) - Part 1
and Part 2

Week 5: In-Class Discussion
Week 5: Discussion Post

6 9/24/24 Grammar:
Subject/Verb
Agreement

The Parable of
the Lost Sheep
and the Lost
Coin

Douglass, Ch. X & Ch.
VIII, An American
Slave
(Part 1 and Part 2)

Week 6: In-Class Discussion
Week 6: Essay

18

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13QPB13pz4n0y3pfNsL9FkFVKPWvEWK98/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13QPB13pz4n0y3pfNsL9FkFVKPWvEWK98/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MCY0qnBzYfx29axk7eMR-OVc_iEMgF6T/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MCY0qnBzYfx29axk7eMR-OVc_iEMgF6T/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MCY0qnBzYfx29axk7eMR-OVc_iEMgF6T/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LqrmaqyradI-KhnjbZAumf_2P2RwD-bw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LqrmaqyradI-KhnjbZAumf_2P2RwD-bw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LqrmaqyradI-KhnjbZAumf_2P2RwD-bw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c38GeqpkYC1zYCdbd0wSsSq733cxSl7g/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TOQTzf94Vhfx0zlgpfWA29C-9Yuz_-sU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TOQTzf94Vhfx0zlgpfWA29C-9Yuz_-sU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7lTbGUbQS3c6K4Fe8wZQKBmxKTZzpDx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7lTbGUbQS3c6K4Fe8wZQKBmxKTZzpDx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7lTbGUbQS3c6K4Fe8wZQKBmxKTZzpDx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7lTbGUbQS3c6K4Fe8wZQKBmxKTZzpDx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7lTbGUbQS3c6K4Fe8wZQKBmxKTZzpDx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vyUu0wQ8Dy3OfghD_ixndKhv919AgbFq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vyUu0wQ8Dy3OfghD_ixndKhv919AgbFq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cgn5VHfGchqBLO1pro_Vyprcvq1UDrNE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cgn5VHfGchqBLO1pro_Vyprcvq1UDrNE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cgn5VHfGchqBLO1pro_Vyprcvq1UDrNE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cgn5VHfGchqBLO1pro_Vyprcvq1UDrNE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sqbVPhY9ccWvEoealTid86QdaUYfcWVm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sqbVPhY9ccWvEoealTid86QdaUYfcWVm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sqbVPhY9ccWvEoealTid86QdaUYfcWVm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptaWgd1H0DPsdYAmgsmT4CXf0eSRJXKB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptaWgd1H0DPsdYAmgsmT4CXf0eSRJXKB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptaWgd1H0DPsdYAmgsmT4CXf0eSRJXKB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptaWgd1H0DPsdYAmgsmT4CXf0eSRJXKB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptaWgd1H0DPsdYAmgsmT4CXf0eSRJXKB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o_pu473dLpJPLZBOTmgvg_4lw33B_jc8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XI-gB6Qh26DKj-As6hqVft6She4mvLZQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNZQ_THSC7g5IyCtIt7MLUkddwOcmZjg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNZQ_THSC7g5IyCtIt7MLUkddwOcmZjg/view?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNZQ_THSC7g5IyCtIt7MLUkddwOcmZjg/view?usp=drive_link
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W
E
E
K

CLASS
MEETING

TOPIC BIBLICAL
INTEGRATION

READINGS ASSESSMENT

7 10/1/24 Grammar:
Punctuation

The Parable of
the Prodigal
Son

Selections from Myth
of Metals and
Douglass
(Part 1 and Part 2)

Week 7: In-Class Discussion

8 10/8/24 Rhetorical Mode:
Compare/Contra
st

The Parable of
the Unmerciful
Servant

Plato’s Myth of Er
(Benjamin Jowett
translation)
(Part 1 and Part 2)

Week 8: In-Class Discussion
Week 8: Quiz - Grammar (Sentence
Fragments, Run-on Sentences,
Subject/Verb Agreement, and
Punctuation)

9 NO
MEETING
10/15/24

FALL BREAK

10 10/22/24 Grammar:
Quotation Marks,
Ellipses, and
Brackets

The Parable of
the Unmerciful
Servant

Douglass, Ch. XI, An
American Slave
(Part 1 and Part 2)

Week 9: In-Class Discussion
Week 9: Journal

11 10/29/24 Rhetorical Mode:
Compare/Contra
st

The Parable of
the Good
Samaritan

Selections from
Douglass and Patrick
Henry

Week 10: In-Class Discussion

12 11/5/24 Grammar:
Verbs

The Parable of
the Rich Man
and Lazarus

Selections from Myth
of Er and Douglass

Week 11: In-Class Discussion
Week 11: Discussion Post

13 11/12/24 Rhetorical Mode:
Definition

The Parable of
the Rich Man
and Lazarus

None Week 12: In-Class Discussion
Week 12: Essay

14 LAST
CLASS
11/19/24

Grammar:
Pronouns and
Shifts

The Parable of
the Rich Man
and Lazarus

None Week 13: In-Class Discussion
Writing Portfolio Due
Final Exam Due
Last Class
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W
E
E
K

CLASS
MEETING

TOPIC BIBLICAL
INTEGRATION

READINGS ASSESSMENT

Rhetorical Mode:
Narration

15 NO
MEETING
11/26/24

THANKSGIVING BREAK
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Course Policies

Participation
Students are expected to comply with the DCHE Policies and Procedures. Students are
expected to participate in all online activities as listed on the course calendar.

Build Rapport
If you find that you have any trouble keeping up with assignments or other aspects of the
course, make sure you let your instructor know as early as possible. As you will find, building
rapport and effective relationships are key to becoming an effective professional. Make sure that
you are proactive in informing your instructor when difficulties arise during the semester so that
we can help you find a solution.

Complete Assignments

Absence, Lateness, and Late Work:
In order to ensure your success in this course, participation is an absolute necessity. Coming to
class late or leaving class early will be documented as a tardy. Four tardies equal one absence.
More than 3 absences will result in you being withdrawn from the course.

Late Work:
Most assignments are due before 11:59pm on Sunday. If you must submit an assignment
and/or essay late, you will either have until the beginning of our next class meeting/or the next
day to do so (depending on the assignment). Ten points will be deducted from the late
assignment and/or essay. Students missing assignments or tests due to excused absence(s)
must schedule a “make-up” immediately on returning to class provided there is a valid
documented excuse submitted the following class period. However, There are no “make-ups” for
class discussions or other beginning-of-class assignments, journal, or quizzes, grammar exam,
and the final paper will not be accepted late!

• Do not submit assigned essays via email unless prior permission is given.

Expectation of the Student:
It is the responsibility of the student to inquire about his or her progress throughout the course.
The grade book is always open. Every student will come to class prepared to work with nothing
but the best in conduct exhibited. Students will come to class with all the necessary materials
needed to assist them in the magnificent joy of learning. This includes printed articles. Students
will respect each other, the instructor, and will treat others as they wish to be treated. Students
who display disruptive behavior may be asked to leave the classroom. Class participation is a
must. We are here to learn, not only from the instructor but also from each other. Everyone has
been given a voice, and you will use that voice to the best of your capabilities. Come prepared
and come ready to learn! We will accept nothing but your best!

Using Electronic Devices During Class:
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CELL PHONES should be set to “Silent Mode” or turned off. The disruption can lower your final
grade by one point for each infraction. Laptops and other electronic devices are welcomed and
may be used for specific assignments and notetaking. However, using a laptop or any other
device in a way that does not focus on the lesson of the day, can be considered a distraction.
You may be asked to leave or again your final grade may be lowered by one point for each
infraction.

Conferences:
Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the instructor throughout the semester. If I can
be of service to you, please make an appointment.

Expectation of the Instructor:
The instructor shall provide an atmosphere which allows students to think critically and write
effectively. The instructor will come to class on time and strive to make learning interesting and
thought provoking. The instructor will respect students and treat others as he would want to be
treated. The instructor will be as fair and objective as possible concerning student
circumstances and grades. The instructor will give his best to see that students learn.

Understand When You May Drop This Course
It is the student’s responsibility to understand when they need to consider disenrolling from a
course. For Dual Credit students, refer to the CCU Academy Dual Credit Important Dates
Schedule for dates and deadlines for registration.

Incomplete Policy
Under emergency/special circumstances, students may petition for an incomplete grade. An
incomplete will only be assigned if there is an extenuating circumstance. All incomplete course
assignments must be completed within 30 days of the course end date.

Inform Your Instructor of Any Accommodations Needed
If you have a disability and would like to request accommodations, please contact the instructor
during the first week of the semester so that your accommodations may be provided in a timely
manner.

Academic Honesty Policy & Procedures
Academic honesty is the student’s life application of integrity, a Biblical core value.

Plagiarism
It is important for students to acknowledge sources that are used for completing classroom
assignments. Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty.

Plagiarism may be any one of the following:
1. Verbatim copying without proper documentation of the source(s).
2. Paraphrasing without proper documentation of the source(s).
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3. Unacknowledged appropriation of information or ideas from someone else.

If students have any questions about these forms of plagiarism or about an assignment they are
preparing, they should ask Instructor Davis for clarification rather than risk unintentional
plagiarism.

Cheating
It is important for students to act in an honest and trustworthy manner. Work performed on
examinations or other forms of evaluation must represent an individual’s own work, knowledge
and experience of the subject matter. Students are expected to follow the classroom rules
established by Instructor Davis.

Cheating may be any one of the following:
1. Unauthorized looking at or procuring information from any unauthorized sources or from

another student’s work during an examination or from any work that will be graded or
given points.

2. Unauthorized acquiring, reading or learning of test questions prior to the testing date and
time.

3. Changing any portion of a returned graded test or report and resubmitting it as an
original work to be regraded.

4. Presenting the work of another as one’s own for a grade or points.
5. Knowingly assisting another student in cheating.

This list is not all-inclusive and the list itself is not meant to limit the definition of cheating to just
these items mentioned.

Consequences of Academic Dishonesty
The disciplinary action for cheating or plagiarism is up to the discretion of the instructor. The
instructor may select one or more of the following options:

1. Issue an oral or written notification and warn the student that further acts of this sort will
result in additional disciplinary action.

2. Issue an “NP” or a failing grade (“F”) or “0” for the assignment in question.
3. Refer the student to the Vice President for Student Services for disciplinary action.
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